2jo                       GREGORY THE GREAT
it contains many false statements, and is too laudatory of Theodore of Mopsuestia, saying that he was a great teacher of the Church up to the day of his death."1 Gregory therefore applied for information to Eulogius,2 who forwarded him extracts in condemnation of Eudoxius from the books of Basil, Gregory Eazianzen, and Epiphanius, with the testimony of whom the Pope professed himself entirely satisfied. "We acknowledge Eudoxius to be manifestly slain, at whom such heroes have cast so many darts."3
With the Patriarch of Jerusalem Gregory held little communication. He endeavoured, indeed, to accommodate a longstanding quarrel between him and a monastery called Neas, the monks of which appear to have been guilty of irregularities. Gregory made an appeal for peace both to the patriarch and to the abbat. "I know," he wrote to the latter/ " that you are both of you abstinent, both learned, both humble. I know that you have salt in yourselves through the teaching of the heavenly Word. It remains, therefore, that through the grace of charity you keep peace with each other with all your hearts. I say this because I love you both exceedingly, and am much afraid lest the sacrifice of your prayers should be marred by any dissension between you." To the Patriarch Isaac, who succeeded Amos in 601, in reply to his synodical letter, Gregory sent an exhortation, part of which may be quoted as an instance of his manner of acknowledging such communications.5 " I have read your Fraternity's letter, and I give great thanks to God for that, while the pastors of His flock are changed, He still preserves unchanged the faith which He once for all delivered to the holy Fathers. The great preacher says: Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Whoever then, with the love of God and his neighbour, holds fast the faith which is
1  Gregory probably refers here to the Latin Tripartite History compiled by Cassiodorus from the works of Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret.   The allusion to Theodore of Mopsuestia, complained of by Gregory, will be found here (x. 34): " Theodoras, Mopsuestiae quidem episcopus, sed totius doctor ecclesiae, dum contra universam cohortem haereticorum fortiter dimioasset, terminum vitae sortitus est."    In the extant Sozomen there is no such encomium.
2  JSjgp. vii. 31.                                         3 Ibid. viii. 29.
* Ibid. vii. 29.                                        5 Ibid. xi. 28; cf. ix. 135.